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ILRI@40 BORLAUG DIALOGUE 

Livestock-based options 
for sustainable food systems  
 
Side event at the Borlaug Dialogue, Cedar Rapids and Council Bluffs 
Rooms, Des Moines Marriott Downtown Hotel, Des Moines, Iowa, 
USA: 15 October 2014: 1930  

In 2014, to mark 40 years of international research, the International 
Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) is facilitating a series of events that 
highlight the ways in which livestock research advances the global 
development agenda, specifically for sustainable food and nutritional 
security, economic well-being and healthy lives. 

Under the theme Livestock-based options for sustainable food systems 
this side event by ILRI and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation will 
articulate the role of livestock production in sustainable food production 
and the changes, impacts and coordination needed to address the needs 
of a growing human population in sustainable as well as equitable ways.  

This event brings together public and private actors in sustainable 

livestock development to discuss ways to enhance the contributions of 

livestock to sustainable food and nutritional security. The discussions 

support the theme of this year’s 2014 Borlaug Dialogue: ‘Can We 

Sustainably Feed the 9 Billion People on our Planet by the Year 2050?’  
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Lindiwe Majele Sibanda is the Chief Executive Officer and Head 
of Mission of the Food, Agriculture and Natural Resources Policy 
Analysis Network (FANRPAN). She coordinates policy research 
and advocacy within the African continent, all aimed at making 
Africa a food-secure continent. She is an animal scientist by 
training and a practicing commercial beef cattle farmer. She 

received her BSc degree at the University of Alexandria in Egypt, and her MSc 
and PhD at the University of Reading in the UK. Lindiwe serves on numerous 
international Boards and is currently the Board Chair of ILRI. 
 

Christopher Delgado of the World Resources Institute 
coordinates the Land Use section of the multi-institute New 
Climate Economy project. He was previously Policy Advisor in 
the agriculture department of the World Bank, working on 
responses to the food crises of 2007-2012. He previously spent 
26 years at the International Food and Policy Research Institute, 
including 3 years with ILRI. Chris has a PhD in Economics from 

Cornell University, is a former Peace Corps Volunteer (Chad), researcher 
(University of Michigan), and part-time teacher (Johns Hopkins SAIS). 
 

Jimmy Smith is Director General of the International Livestock 
Research Institute (ILRI). Before joining ILRI, he led the World 
Bank’s Global Livestock Portfolio. Before that, he held senior 
positions with the Canadian International Development Agency 
(CIDA); with ILRI and its predecessor, the International Livestock 
Centre for Africa (ILCA); and with the Caribbean Agricultural 
Research and Development Institute (CARDI). He is a graduate 

of the University of Illinois at Urban-Champaign, USA, where he completed a PhD 
in animal sciences. He is widely published, with more than 100 publications.  
 

Rob Bertram is Chief Scientist in USAID’s Bureau for Food 
Security. In this role, he leads USAID’s evidence-based efforts to 
advance research, technology and implementation in support 
of the U.S. Government’s global hunger and food security 
initiative, Feed the Future. He was previously Director of the 
Office of Agricultural Research and Policy in the Bureau for 

Food Security, which leads implementation of the Feed the Future research 
strategy. Rob’s academic background in plant breeding and genetics includes 
degrees from University of California, Davis, the University of Minnesota and the 
University of Maryland. He also studied international affairs at Georgetown 
University and was a visiting scientist at Washington University in St. Louis. 
Before coming to USAID, he served with USDA's international programs as well 
as with CGIAR.  

Mitch Davis is Director of Global Shared Value and Corporate 
Social Responsibility for Elanco Animal Health, a division of Eli 
Lilly and Company. He previously founded ‘Companies with a 
Mission’ and was an executive in the homebuilding industry. 
Mitch has a passion for service and speaks regularly on the 
greater purpose of business and its potential to impact 

significant social issues. He is a graduate of Indiana State University. 
 

James Kasongo is Country Director for Heifer International 
Zambia. James holds a MBA from Edith Cowan University, a M.S. 
in Agriculture from Sokoine University of Agriculture and a 
Bachelor of Agricultural Sciences from the University of Zambia. 
James previously worked for various organizations including 
Zambia Agricultural Development ltd, the Ministry of Science, 

Technology and Vocational Training, Keepers Zambia Foundation and at the 
Danish Association for International Cooperation.  
 

Mark Poeschl is vice president for Cargill Premix and Nutrition 
(CPN). He joined Cargill in 2011 and has held various management 
roles throughout his 30-year career. In his current role, he has 
responsibility for CPN businesses in Europe, the Middle East, Africa 
and North America, as well as the nutrition software firm, Feed 
Management Systems. He has a B.S. in agriculture from the 

University of Nebraska – Lincoln. Mark has served on the American Feed Industry 
Association Board of Directors.  
 

Florence M. Wambugu is CEO of Africa Harvest Biotech 
Foundation International. She was previously Director of the 
International Service for the Acquisition of Agri-biotech 
Applications African Region Office in Nairobi. Florence received 
her B.S. in Botany from the University of Nairobi, a M.S. in 
Pathology at North Dakota State University, and a PhD in Virology 
and Biotechnology at the University of Bath. While completing 

her studies, she worked as Coordinator of Plant Biotechnology Research at the 
Kenya Agricultural Research Institute. She has served on numerous science 
panels and task forces. 
 

Suzanne Petersen works for Purina Animal Nutrition LLC, a division 
of Land O’Lakes Inc. and, prior to that, Cargill Inc. in marketing, 
business development and product management positions. She 
previously worked with Roche Vitamins in Switzerland as a global 
marketing manager for poultry micro-nutrients. She has a PhD in 

animal nutrition from the University of Nottingham and a BSc Hons in physiology 
from the University of Liverpool. 


