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Livestock-based options for economic       

well-being in Africa  

Side event at the 6th All Africa Conference on Animal Agriculture 
Nairobi, Kenya, 28 October 2014, 1430–1800 hours  
 
On 28 October 2014, the International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) will 

hold a side event at the 6th All Africa Conference on Animal Agriculture 

(AACAA) in Nairobi, Kenya.  

Meeting every four years, the AACAA is a forum for researchers, policymakers, 

entrepreneurs and other stakeholders to share scientific findings and 

experiences in animal agriculture in Africa and beyond.  

The conference will provide an opportunity for African scientists and livestock 

sector stakeholders to discuss ways animal agriculture can improve the lives 

and livelihoods of African people. 

ILRI’s side event will articulate the large, and largely under-exploited, potential 

of livestock to significantly reduce poverty and transform livelihoods.  

Experts and leaders from Africa’s livestock sector will speak and participate in 

roundtable discussions on livestock-based options for economic well-being in 

Africa. Immediately following the session, ILRI will host a conference dinner for 

all participants.    
 

 



 

 

Jimmy Smith is the Director General of the International Livestock Research 
Institute (ILRI). Before joining ILRI, he led the World Bank’s Global Livestock 
Portfolio. Prior to that, he held senior positions with the Canadian 
International Development Agency, with ILRI and its predecessor, the 
International Livestock Centre for Africa, and with the Caribbean Agricultural 
Research and Development Institute. He is a graduate of the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, where he completed a PhD in animal sciences. 

 

Fred Segor is the Principal Secretary for Livestock in Kenya’s Ministry of 
Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries. He was previously the Principal 
Secretary in the Ministry of Health. He is an Associate Professor of 
Chemistry and headed the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry at 
the University of Eldoret from 2010 to 2013. Prior to that, he worked at the 
Department of Chemistry, Moi University as a senior lecturer. He has 
carried out research at the Albert Ludwig University of Freiburg, Germany. 

He holds a PhD in Chemistry from the University of Nairobi. 

 
Yemi Akinbamijo is the Executive Director of the Forum for Agricultural 
Research in Africa (FARA). He has spent the past 28 years of his career in 
Africa and Europe working on international agriculture, food security and 
rural development. Before joining FARA, he headed the Agriculture and 
Food Security Division at the headquarters of the African Union 
Commission in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Prior to that, he was the Director of 
the African Union Inter-African Phytosanitary Council. He holds a PhD in 
Agriculture and Environmental Sciences from Wageningen University. 

 

Augusta Abate is the Assistant Representative in Kenya of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). She was previously the 
Assistant Director for Animal Production and Research at the Kenya 
Agricultural Research Institute. She has a wealth of research experience in 
non-conventional feeds of non-ruminants and integration of crop and 
livestock production on smallholder farms. She holds a Master of Science 
degree in Animal Production from the University of Nairobi and a PhD in 
Animal Nutrition from the University of Aberdeen. 

 
Philip Kiriro is the President of the Eastern Africa Farmers’ Federation. He is 
also founder and board member of the Pan-African Farmers’ Organization. He 
has been involved in leadership and capacity building of farmer organizations 
for the last 12 years. He has worked closely with international and government 
institutions on capacity building of produce organizations, policy, trade and 
food security issues. He is a farmer and holds a BSc and MSc in Animal Science 
from Texas A&M University.  

Donald Nkrumah is the Senior Program Officer, Agricultural 
Development – Livestock Genetics at the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation. He previously worked with Pfizer as Associate Director, 
animal genomics and molecular genetics research and development and 
Principal Scientist, animal genomics and molecular biology. He holds a 
PhD in Animal Genomics and Nutrition from the University of Alberta 
and an MBA in Integrative Management from the Eli Broad Graduate 

School of Management, Michigan State University. 

Hameed Nuru is the Senior Director, Policy and External Affairs at 
GALVmed. Previously, he was the Senior Policy Officer, Livestock and 
Fisheries at the African Union–Interafrican Bureau for Animal Resources. 
From 1987 to 1995, he taught veterinary medicine in universities in 
Nigeria and Zimbabwe and later shifted to civil service as a veterinary 
officer in Botswana. He holds a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree 
from Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Nigeria and a Master of Science in 
Tropical Animal Production and Health from the University of Edinburgh. 

 
David ole Nkedianye is the Governor of Kajiado County, Kenya. He 
previously worked with ILRI as a community facilitator. He has worked as a 
community development officer for the Mara Conservancy in Trans Mara 
District and a research consultant with The Wildlife Foundation. He holds 
a Master of Arts in Rural Sociology and Community Development from the 
University of Nairobi and a PhD in Pastoralism, Land Use and Conservation 
from the University of Edinburgh. 
 

 
Ed Rege is the CEO of the Institute for People, Innovation and Change in 
Organisations (PICO)–Eastern Africa. He holds a PhD in Genetics from the 
University of California–Davis. His combined university teaching and 
international research experience covers more than 26 years. Before 
joining PICO–Eastern Africa, he was the Director of Biotechnology at ILRI. 
A trained process facilitator, Ed has the skills to put together and conduct 
quality participatory, multi-stakeholder processes, from meetings to 
project and program implementation processes. 
 

 
 

Okeyo Mwai is a Principal Scientist at ILRI where he leads research on 
dairy and small ruminant breeding. His professional service in animal 
genetic resources includes membership of the Animal Production Society 
of Kenya, the Agricultural Society of Kenya, the East African Goat 
Development Network and the African Association of Animal Agriculture. 
He is actively involved in promoting livestock breeding and conservation 
and has been a judge at many international livestock exhibitions. He holds 
a PhD in Animal Breeding and Genetics from the University of Nairobi. 


