
   

  

 
 

The conference will highlight products of livestock research and how they 

contribute to the global development agenda, from generating research 

products (performing) to targeting research investments and policymaking 

(informing) to reshaping whole livestock production systems (transforming).   
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On 1 October 2014, the International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) is 

organizing a high-profile conference on livestock’s contribution to sustainable 

food and nutritional security, economic well-being and healthy lives.  

Today’s decision-makers on pro-poor livestock sector development draw on a 

substantial body of knowledge and evidence generated by international 

research on more efficient, safe and sustainable uses of livestock.  

This year, the board, management and staff of ILRI are highlighting the ways in 

which livestock research advances the global development agenda, specifically 

for food and nutritional security, economic well-being and healthy lives.  

This livestock research by ILRI and partners is behind products and practices 

helping millions of people in developing countries produce food and generate 

income. It is creating new tools and evidence to help decision-makers tackle 

risks and grasp benefits caused by rising demands for livestock foods and fast-

changing livestock systems in developing countries. And it is providing game-

changing options to guide and fine-tune trajectories of future livestock 

production systems so they provide sustainable, equitable and resilient futures 

for all.  



 

 

Jimmy Smith is the Director General of the International Livestock Research 
Institute (ILRI). Before joining ILRI, he led the World Bank’s Global Livestock 
Portfolio. Prior to that, he held senior positions with the Canadian International 
Development Agency, with ILRI and its predecessor, the International Livestock 
Centre for Africa, and with the Caribbean Agricultural Research and 
Development Institute. He is a graduate of the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, where he completed a PhD in animal sciences. 

Felix Koskei is Cabinet Secretary in Kenya’s Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and 
Fisheries. In 2007, he joined the Kenya Civil Aviation Authority as a procurement 
manager and two years later, joined the Kenya National Highways Authority and 
rose to be General Manager in charge of supply chain and support services. He 
holds a Bachelor of Science and a Master of Business Administration from the 
University of Nairobi. 

Modibo Traoré is the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
Sub-regional Coordinator for eastern Africa and Representative to Ethiopia, the 
African Union and the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa. He started 
as a researcher and project coordinator before taking up high-level policymaking 
positions in his home country of Mali. He was the National Director of Livestock 
Services and Minister for Rural Development, Environment and Water Resources. 
In 2005, he was appointed Director of the African Union-Interafrican Bureau for 
Animal Resources in Nairobi. He then joined FAO where he served as Assistant 

Director General and Regional Representative for Africa. He holds a Master of Science degree in 
Veterinary Medicine from the Agricultural Academy of Ukraine and a PhD in Animal Production and 
Agro-food Technologies in Tropical Countries from the University of Paris XII. 

Bright Rwamirama is Minister of State for Animal Industry in the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries, Republic of Uganda. He has been 
Member of Parliament for Isingiro North since 2001. From 2002 to 2005, he 
chaired Uganda’s parliamentary committee on finance, planning and 
economic development. Since 2003, he has been member of the council of 
the Makerere University Business School. He holds a Bachelor of Business 
Administration and a Master of Business Administration from Makerere 
University. He is a former banker and retired army officer. 

Fina Opio is Executive Director of the Association for Strengthening 
Agricultural Research in Eastern and Central Africa (ASARECA). Before joining 
ASARECA, she was the Director of Uganda’s National Crops Resources 
Research Institute. She has been member of the Board of Trustees of the 
International Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT) and a member of the 
executive committee of the Uganda National Council of Science and 
Technology. She is a council member at Busitema University of Science and 
Technology and a member of the international advisory panel of the Regional 

Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM). She is a fellow of the Uganda 
National Academy of Sciences. She holds a PhD in plant pathology from Sokoine University of 
Agriculture, a Master of Science from the University of Nairobi and a Bachelor of Science from 
Makerere University. 

Kipkirui arap Lang’at is Chair of the Eastern and Southern Africa Dairy 
Association and the Kenya Dairy Processors’ Association. He is also the 
Managing Director of New Kenya Cooperative Creameries, one of Kenya’s 
largest dairy processing companies. A veterinarian by training, he also 
holds master’s degrees in agricultural studies and international business 
administration. He is also a certified trainer in corporate governance and 
has worked for more than 30 years in agribusiness management and 
leadership. 

Joseph Kipkoech is Senior Advisor, Vocational Skills Development at SNV 
Kenya. His work also involves supporting the development and 
commercialization of the dairy sector to increase its competitiveness. He 
has been local governance advisor to local authorities and Members of 
Parliament, peace building advisor among pastoralist communities and 
education advisor with a focus on private-sector and e-learning initiatives. 
Through these multiple roles, he has created large networks at 
community, private sector, local government and ministry levels. Before 
joining SNV, he worked for 10 years in Kenya’s Ministry of Agriculture, 

initially as an extension officer and later as head of the livestock department. He holds a Master 
of Business Administration and a Bachelor of Science degree. He has also undergone professional 
training in dairy production at Wageningen University and PTC

+
 Oenkerk in the Netherlands. 

Ibrahim Idi-Issa is Deputy Executive Secretary of the Comité permanent 
Inter-Etat de Lutte contre la Sécheresse dans le Sahel (CILSS). He has 27 
years of professional experience in rural development, including 20 years 
in results-based project management, strategic planning and program 
monitoring and evaluation. His other areas of focus include improving 
production systems, information systems and capacity building. In 1985, 
he graduated from the Ecole Nationale d’Agriculture of Meknès in 
Morocco. In 1991, he was awarded a Specialized Higher Studies Degree in 

Integrated Regional Planning from Paul Sabatier University of Toulouse III in France. He joined 
CILSS in 2005 as a monitoring and evaluation expert. 

Ed Rege is CEO of the Institute for People, Innovation and Change in 
Organisations (PICO)–Eastern Africa. He holds a PhD in genetics from the 
University of California-Davis. His combined university teaching and 
international research experience covers more than 26 years and he has 
authored or co-authored some 250 publications. PICO–Eastern Africa 
supports organizational development through leadership and management 
capacity development, including people skills, processes and structures 
that facilitate system efficiency and effectiveness. Prior to joining PICO–
Eastern Africa, he was Director of Biotechnology at the International 
Livestock Research Institute (ILRI). A trained process facilitator, Ed has the 

skills to put together and conduct quality, participatory, multi-stakeholder processes, from 
meetings to project and program implementation processes.  


